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‘Its designed to be all play and no work’

Paul Sullivan and John Lear’s eye-catching garden ticks all the boxes. It has a space to relax in, space to entertain and, best of all, it needs virtually no looking after. The garden was designed by Earth Designs (020 8521 9040): www.earthdesigns.co.uk 

The garden was unusable when we moved in,’ says Paul. ‘Now we’re out there so much more-we have a patio heater, so we can sit out here in cooler nights’

Striking white border walls sweep round the garden to meet at the furthest corner form the deck – making the garden look longer and wider. The borders are filled with easy-care plants such as evergreens, New Zealand flax and Japanese anemones

When Paul Sullivan and John Lear moved into their East London home, the garden was incredibly neglected. ‘The neighbours told us it hadn’t been tended to for about 21 years,’ says Paul ‘Small trees had taken seed and were growing in the middle of the lawn, there was a dilapidated shed in the corner and the whole plot was very overgrown.’

Paul and john wanted a low maintenance garden they could entertain in, so an outdoor dining space was a must. They also needed a lawn for Paul’s four-year old daughter Alex, to play on, and loved the idea of a pond.

‘We had no idea where to start,’ says Paul. ‘So we called in the garden design company Earth Designs to come up with something interesting, with planting that would be easy to care for.’ The resulting ‘fish-eye lawn’ – so named because of the shape of the turfed area – is a clever mix of raised beds and a decked area with a sunken pond. The lawn is set at an angle so the garden appears wider and longer, and the walls of the raised beds are whitewashed to create and impact.

Paul and John are delighted with the finished design, but they’ve decided to go even lower on maintenance. ‘Next year, we’re replacing the grass with artificial turf. Then we won’t even have to mow it!’ 

