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I wanted the Wow factor without the work

The decked patio is a real suntrap. Huge, square stainless steel planters each side of the garden break up the bamboo fencing that runs down the length of the space. The garden was designed by Earth Designs (020 8521 9040) :www.earthdesigns.co.uk 

Craig Robinson’s awkwardly shaped plot was the inspiration for a stunning yet stylish and stress-free garden that’s the perfect place for entertaining – or simply chilling out.

When Craig Robinson first moved into his house, the garden was a long plot with nothing in it but fence and grass. ‘I wanted to turn it into a private space, where I could relax with friends,’ he says ‘It  had to be contemporary and have that special wow factor. I also needed a garden that would look good even if I ignored it for most of the year’.

As Craig works long hours, he had little time to create the new look himself, so he turned to garden designers Earth Designs for help. They came up with a low maintenance design that makes the most of the plot’s long shape, using diagonal decking and a diagonal flowerbed to draw the eye across the space an d create the illusion of width, and bamboo fencing for privacy.

As work progressed, Craig was concerned about just how much decking there was. ‘I thought, “Bring back my lawn!” But once they started to plant up the flowerbed, I cold see it taking shape.’ He even go t involved in the planting. ‘I love lilies – I bought one from my grandparents garden and planting it in my flowerbed.’

So what does Craig think of his new garden? ‘It’s fantastic! I love the way the new layout gives me different areas to chill out in, either on my own or with friends’.

